
 

 

JULY 2010  
 
 
Annual General Meeting 
 
Members are reminded that the Annual General 
Meeting of the Tasmanian Freight Logistics Council 
(TFLC) will be held on Wednesday 28 July 2010 at 
the TCCI conference room, Old Post Office, 
68-72 Cameron Street, Launceston commencing 
at 12:00noon.   Members are especially invited to 
attend the Annual General Meeting. 
 
Government Tightens Port Security 
 
Amendments to the Maritime Transport and 
Offshore Facilities Security Regulations 2003
designed to improve security at Australia’s ports 
and offshore oil and gas facilities have been 
introduced. 

The Federal Government says the changes are 
designed to strengthen the Maritime Security 
Identification Card (MSIC) scheme “to better 
protect Australia’s maritime infrastructure from the 
threat of terrorism and other serious criminal acts”. 

From 1 July 2010, new eligibility criteria will apply 
to all new applicants for an MSIC.   The new rules 
apply to all individuals who require unescorted 
access to ports, offshore oil and gas facilities and 
Australian security regulated ships.   These 
changes are required to respond to the current 
maritime security environment. 

From 1 December 2010, the amended regulations 
will: 

·  Require all MSIC holders to undergo 
compulsory criminal history background
checks and an ASIO security assessment 
every two years. 

·  Create a new offence to prosecute MSIC 
holders who fail to advise their card-
issuing body or Auscheck of changes to 
their criminal record. 

·  Create a new offence to prosecute MSIC 
issuing bodies that fail to suspend or 
cancel an MSIC when directed to do so by 
Auscheck or the Department. 

 

  
Reinstatement of Bell Bay Rail Freight Service 
 
Freight forwarders and businesses in Tasmania 
who are calling for the reinstatement of the Bell 
Bay rail freight service has been advised that they 
needed to commit to the service and provide 
sufficient and consistent volume to make it 
financially viable at a recent forum conducted in 
Launceston by the TFLC. 
 
Over forty representatives from TasRail, TasPorts, 
Tasmanian Government, unions and stakeholders 
attended the forum to determine what it would take 
to reinstate the Bell Bay rail freight service.    
 
Rail is an integral part of the supply-chain in 
Tasmania and it is essential that a commercially 
and operationally viable rail service be maintained 
in Tasmania, including the link to Bell Bay – which 
was suspended by TasRail in January 2010 
following the transfer of the ANL shipping service 
from Bell Bay to Burnie. 
 
The forum was addressed by representatives from 
both TasRail and TasPorts and was advised that 
significant investment was required to upgrade the 
rail service to overcome safety issues at the Bell 
Bay port.  In addition substantial investment in both 
below rail and rolling stock assets is required to 
enable TasRail to provide a regular and reliable 
service to Bell Bay. 
 
The TFLC was pleased with the positive comments 
received from stakeholders present.   With a likely 
doubling of the freight task in Tasmania over the 
next twenty years, it is essential that as much of 
that freight as possible be carried by rail and not on 
the State’s highways.  
 
The TFLC has agreed to work with TasRail to 
identify if there are sufficient volumes of freight that 
could be taken on the Bell Bay line and to seek a 
commitment from the freight forwarders and 
businesses involved to move their freight by rail.   If 
that happens, then hopefully the Bell Bay rail 
freight service could be reinstated in the future. 
 
 



 

 

 
Australian Transport Association’s Travelling 
Road Exhibition in Tasmania 
 
The TFLC sponsored the Australian Trucking 
Association’s “The Road Ahead” travelling 
exhibition which travelled around Tasmania from 
17 – 28 May 2010.   Despite some initial 
reluctance from schools to participate, a full 
itinerary was developed.   Feedback from 
participating schools, the ATA and the South 
Australian Freight Council’s Project Officer who 
accompanied the travelling exhibition has been 
very positive.   Members with trucks, relevant 
people within the Tasmanian Skills Institute and 
Polytechnic and staff in trucking companies via 
the Tasmanian Transport Association were 
invited to come along and visit the exhibition – 
and many people did this.   
 
Arrangements were made to put the truck on 
display at the Glenorchy Plaza shopping centre 
car park on Friday 28 May 2010, to jointly 
promote careers in the transport industry and 
Fatality Free Friday.   It is estimated that 
approximately 200 people visited the truck on 
that day. 
 
Media coverage of the ATA “The Road Ahead” 
exhibition included a half-page article in The 
Advocate on Wednesday 19 May 2010 and a 
quarter-page article in The Examiner on 
Thursday 20 May 2010.  
 
The TFLC has agreed to bring the ATA exhibition 
back to Tasmania in 2011 and will include Agfest 
2011 in the itinerary.    

 

 
Supply Chain 2020 
 
Supply Chain 2020 is an exhibition� accompanied 
by interactive and educational seminars for 
supply chain & logistic managers to source new 
products and solutions in line with best practice in 
supply chain management. 
 
Supply Chain 2020 will be held in Melbourne on 
20 & 21 July 2010 and will look at the future of 
supply & logistics with a focus on key competitive 
issues and best practices.  
 
For more information call 1300 789 845 or visit 
www.supplychain2020.com.au . 
 

  
Visit of UK Rail Freight Chairman 
 
The TFLC recently funded a one-day visit to 
Tasmania by Lord Tony Berkeley, the Chairman of 
the UK Rail Freight Group, as part of an Australian 
Freight Council Network initiative.   In the morning, 
Lord Berkeley met with the Secretary of the 
Department of Infrastructure Energy and 
Resources (DIER) and the Chairman of Tasmanian 
Railway Pty Ltd (TasRail).   After presentation of 
current issues for rail in Tasmania, a very lively 
and useful question and answer session was held.   
A Tasmanian Rail Freight Forum was conducted in 
the afternoon – with over fifty people from DIER, 
TasRail, relevant unions, major rail freight 
customers and other key stakeholders in Tasmania 
attending.    After presentations from the Chairman 
of the TFLC and Lord Berkeley, the remainder of 
the Forum consisted of a question and answer 
session.   The TFLC has received very positive 
feedback from participants from both the morning 
meeting and the afternoon Forum. 
 
 
New CEO for TasRail 
 
Former Pacific National east-west general manager, 
Damien White, has been appointed as the new 
chief executive of Tasmanian Railway Pty Ltd 
(TasRail). 
  
 
Tasmanian Export Awards 2010 
 
Entries for the 2010 Tasmanian Export Awards 
close on 20 August 2010 with winners to be 
announced at the Tasmanian Export Awards dinner 
at the Launceston Country Club on 8 October 2010.    
This prestigious program is one of the most 
important events on the business calendar for 
Tasmanian exporters.   It is Tasmania’s highest 
recognition of excellence for companies exporting 
goods and services and is held in high regard 
throughout the world.   Entry forms are now 
available by clicking here: 
www.exportawards.gov.au/Apply/TAS/Awards/defa
ult.aspx.    
 
If you have any enquiries regarding the Tasmanian 
Export Awards, please contact Mark Warrener on 
phone (03) 6233 5879 or Fransina Barns on phone 
(03) 6233 5752 at the Department of Economic 
Development and Tourism. 
 
 



 

 

 
More freight on rail can save lives 
 
Up to 45 road deaths could be saved every year if 
just 15 per cent of ‘contestable’ road freight was 
transferred to rail.   This was revealed recently in 
an article published in the latest issue of the 
Journal of the Australasian College of Road Safety. 
  
“A simple shift to rail of the 15 per cent of road 
freight said to be transferable (or contestable) could 
save up to 45 lives annually (calculated on the 
basis of roughly three deaths for every 1 per cent of 
freight hauled).” 
  
The article, written by independent transport and 
road safety researcher Peter MacKenzie, also 
suggests that by shifting the same amount of 
freight from road to freight, 275 people or more 
could be saved from paraplegia, quadriplegia, brain 
damage and other long-term serious disabilities.   
In economic terms it is estimated that the potential 
saving to the nation would be more than 1 billion 
dollars. 
  
Bryan Nye, chief executive of the Australasian 
Railway Association (ARA) said: “I want to be very 
clear in that this is not a competition with the 
trucking industry, we are simply advocating for the 
optimisation of the best mode of transport for each 
type of freight task.” 
  
“Our vision is that where there is a viable rail 
network, such as between the capital cities, freight 
is transported by an efficient rail network to 
integrated inter-modal terminals where it is 
forwarded to its city location by smaller trucks, 
preferably avoiding peak periods of congestion,” Mr 
Nye said. 
  
The ARA has called for governments of all 
persuasions to do everything possible to help rail 
take freight off the road. 
  
Mr Nye said: “We have developed a National 
Freight Strategy with specific and clear 
recommendations to create a competitive, efficient 
and cost-effective freight transport system.    But 
this needs to be done by industry and governments 
working collaboratively. 
  
“Putting more or heavier trucks on the road is not a 
sustainable solution for the nation,” Mr Nye said. 
 
 
 

 
Tasmanian Infrastructure Problems 
 
Engineers Australia 2010 recently issued the 
Tasmania Infrastructure Report Card which 
indicates progress in some areas of Tasmania’s 
infrastructure over the past 5 years, but the overall 
picture clearly shows that the majority of 
infrastructure categories continue to fall within the 
areas of needing major or critical changes.    
 
The 2010 report card reviewed infrastructure 
categories across energy, telecommunications, 
transport and water and assigned ratings * within 
the scales of A – F, and provides many 
comparisons with the initial 2005 Tasmania 
Infrastructure Report Card.    
 
Of the transport categories reviewed in the 2010 
report - 2 get a good “B”, 3 get a “C”, 1 gets a “D” 
and 1 gets an “F”.   The “B” ratings were given to 
Airports (B) and Ports (B minus), the “C” ratings 
cover National Roads (C plus), State Roads (C) and 
Roads Overall (C minus), the “D” rating is for Local 
Roads, and the “F” rating is for Rail.     (* The 
ratings have been based on an assessment of 
asset condition, asset availability and reliability; 
asset management and sustainability. An “A” 
means very good and the infrastructure is fit for its 
current and anticipated future purposes; “B” is good, 
with minor changes needed to meeting current and 
future needs; “C” is adequate, but major changes 
required; “D” is poor, with critical changes required; 
and “F” is inadequate.) 
 
Australian Shipping Discussion Paper 

The Federal Government recently issued a 
discussion paper canvassing issues likely to arise in 
any changes to the Navigation Act 1912. 

The paper raises questions about the likely impact 
of any changes to laws governing safety at sea and 
issues covering environmental disasters, ship 
construction standards, safe navigation, vessel 
inspections, safety equipment standards and 
procedures, dangerous goods handling and 
qualification of crews. 

Individuals and organisations have until 30 July 
2010 to respond to the discussion paper which can 
be found on ASMA’s website or click here: 
http://www.infrastructure.gov.au/maritime/paper/ind
ex.aspx 



 

 

 

 
No Annual Membership Fees in 2010 -11 
 
At its meeting in June 2010, the Board of the 
Tasmanian Freight Logistics Council determined 
that there will be no annual subscription for the 
2010-11 financial year (and for new members the 
only cost will be a joining fee of $25 plus GST).    

 
Welcome New Members  
 

The TFLC has been very successful to date in its 
aim to significantly increase its membership 
numbers to ensure that it is representing the views 
of a much wider cross representation of the 
transport and logistics industry in Tasmania.   We 
would like to welcome the following new members - 
CT Freight Pty Ltd, Cresswells Transport, Craig 
Farrell, Driver Safety Services, EDA-RTO Pty Ltd, 
Forests & Forest Industry Council, Incitec Pivot,  
Kuehne + Nagel, Launceston Airport, Ralph's 
Tasmanian Seafood’s, Ian Newman and Cameron 
Wilkins – SeaRoad Logistics , TNT Express, Toll 
Priority, Veolia Environmental Services and 
Western Express Freight. 
 
If you know of anyone in the industry that may wish 
to become a member please let Rob McGuire know 
and he will talk to them about the many benefits of 
becoming a member.   Rob can be contacted by 
phone on (03) 6236 3663 or email on 
rob.mcguire@tcci.com.au 

 
ICHCA Australia Conference 
 
The International Cargo Handling Coordination 
Association (ICHCA) is holding an Australia Asia 
Cargo Logistics Conference over 2 days and a ½ 
day Industry tour from 4th to 6th August 2010. 
 
The conference is focused on Australia-Asia cargo 
connections - with emphasis on the oil, gas and 
mining sectors and movement of bulk, break bulk 
and heavy lift cargo by land, sea or air.   The 
conference not only provides really useful up to date 
information and opportunities for discussion but is 
an excellent venue for networking with invited 
customers and for enhancing staff development.   
Further details on the conference are available on 
the ICHCA International website www.ichca.com/ 
along with a registration form. 

 
Free Copies of MHD Supply Chain Solutions 
Magazine 
 
The Australian Logistics Council has provided 
the TFLC with a number of copies of the May / 
June 2010 issue of the MHD Supply Chain 
Solutions magazine – a copy of which has 
been forwarded with this News Bulletin.   We 
hope you enjoy the magazine. 
 
 
Members Contributions 
 
The TFLC wants to ensure that it is relevant to 
the needs of its Members and wants to know 
about significant freight logistic issues that are 
impacting on your businesses.   If you wish to 
speak to the TFLC about any issues, please 
contact the TFLC on (03) 6236 3663 or email on 
freightlogistics@tcci.com.au     
 
 
Thank You 
 
The TFLC would like to acknowledge the major 
financial and other support that is provided to it 
from the following: 
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